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number of technical studies and papers produced on this subject. Since noise is a form of sound, it is a physical phenomenon which
can be defined, measured, and predicted according to physical laws. The technical state of the art is relatively well advanced and is
not a particular problem to highway engineers.

Medical and physiological studies have been made on the effects of noise on the human body and there is fairly well defined
knowledge in this area.

Noise also has psychological ramifications which are not as well understood. I think that we have all experienced the
phenomenon of suddenly becoming conscious of noise which had been occurring for some time. Also, a very moderate noise in
terms of decibels can be disturbing when one is accustomed to little or no noise. It is the change that is disturbing, rather than the
absolute level of noise.
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